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City of London, who bite by ſuch Act, ( Tg 
nizance of ſuch Meaſures within the uriſdigion, 5 
of the Clerk of the Market, as wel as Within 8 
the City; whereby a right app rtinent to that. 
Office is ſuſpended, till the aid Robe 5 "3 
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| Entors, as the Gentlemen before mentioned met 


h in the Court of Kine's-Benth,” ' [1 

ME. Laws Suits were before the Grantiny « 
reſent Patent, in which Charles Peter, 

85 ed with the fad Robe, and were there 4 
Coſt, in which he hath expended a very 
conſiderable Sum of Money ; and this he was in- 
diſpenſably bound to, in Diſcharge of the Truſt 
* 15 s. both to. de- 
g '* loft While in kis Hf dss. Belt 
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His iN eben in Flt Chama 1 55 Of. 
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2 Warrant, 
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under the Hands and Seals of the 


| taking 14 d. for ſealing 14 Pewter-· Pots, and 
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for the fame, but removed by the Clerk of the 
" Market into the Court of King*s-Bench, he was 
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not being, at the Time of Trial, provided with 

living Witneſſes to prove his Right to the 
Fee of 1 4. for marking or ſealing each of the 
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were the Sarde mu 
Loſs of two thouſand one hundred and ninetx 


the Market is Aer Rs an fre Lot 
Act of Parliament, he is lable to a 


and as his Fees . at preſent, i in a great Mea- 
ſure unſettled, b 
ſeveral Artificers, who are the Makers of Weigh 
and Meaſures, go on in uſurping the Office of. 
the King's Clerk of the Market, and contrive to 
make fuch Weights and Meafures as will 72 
pleaſe their Cuftomers, with a Seal 2 


them. 


he has thus met with; yet, Within the Space of 
about one Year, above 550 Shopkeepers, uſing 
falſe Weights and Ballances, py, at 
kept and held for that Purpo poſe, been convicted b7 
Inquiſition of regular Jurors, and their Fines 

eſtreated into the Court of Exchequer : : 80 : that, 
if their bad 'Weights'and Ballances had not been 
diſcovered, and they had continued uſing them 

as before, upon a moderate Com utation, each 

Weight, ſuppoſed to be made uſe of in the 


That, Botwfhftändin g the great Mig. 
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he refuſes to ſeal Weights and Meaſures, and is; 
ſubject to a Proſecution, in Caſe he complies: 


theſe and the like Means, 


Courts, duly. 


retail Way 20 Times i in a Day, and each Ballance 


40 Times, the People, u 
have ſuſtained the 


nine Pounds, one Ounce, of their juſt Due on 


each Day's Purchaſe, as particularly appears 


in the Appendix, Numb. V. and as there are I 


very few Gods fold under the Price of 4 d. a 


Pound, 


n the whole, who 


A 
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Pound, when m * Ro Sorts are: eld fem 


that Frick to £ or more, a Found, it: may be 
_ reaſonable, u 8 n an Average,; f to ſettle the Value: 
of all the Goods ſo ſold at the Rate of 6d. 2 


Pound, which would make the Sum in one Yiur 
deficient. / (Sundays excepted) to be Seventeen 
Thoufand One Hundred and F ifty-two Pounds 
Thirteen” 'Shillings . and Nine-pence, . which on 
the other hand was preſery'd to the Commu- 
nity by the Clerk of the Market's diligently exe - 
_ cuting his Office; and this is only in relation to 
Weights and falſe Ballances. The Meaſures, 
which are in their Kind ſtill worſe, I ſhall 
treat of in the Concluſion, with the particular 
Advantages the Crown will reap by | their being 
detected; and no doubt but much greater 
Numbers would in that Time have been con- 
victed, could the Clerk of the Market have 
executed his Office. without ſuch. Oppoſi ition: ſo 
that here is at reſent an Office, which was al- 0 
ways had in E ſteem, entirely interrupted by 
theſe Proſecutions, tho' his Predeceſſors, for 
above a Thouſand Tears, have exereiſed it as 
we find in Hiſtory, and ſome ancient Records. 
And it appears, without Contradiction, to be held 
in a regular Manner, by an infinite Number of 
Records, kept in the Excheguer, from the Reign 
of King Henry VII. down to this preſent; Reign; 
excepting that of King Charles I. when all the 
Eſtreat Rolls of this Office, for. his Time, were 
deſtroy'd or burnt; authentick Copies of ſome: 
few in the ſeveral other. Reigns are extrateds 
which ſee in the Appendix Noe. VI. 2) 
Theſe are not all the Hardſhips the laid Mr. Robe 5 
has undergone; he has been charg'd with giving 
e Le and * not ſubmitting 


to 
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Allowed, and did put in his Anfwer, fun 
pore by ſeveral Aﬀidavits ; which occaliond 
eplication, Rejoinder and Sur-rejoinder, to che 
A of many r Sheets, which" were 
125 of them fil'd, and Copies taken 5 Dey 
inches woe for the and C 
ut upon the 5 after the ſald Robe 
14 5 a very great Expence, the C 
nants, at the 254 of N declin'd the Eben 
-of Pins Lordi Determination. And it is ob- 
Tet „that Mr. Clork, a late High, Conſ 
2 bo Iewiſe i in Ebidener this Matter of Com- 
1 int againſt the faid Rabe, before A Commi | 
appotrited by the Honourable Houſe of Commons 
on the 1 Ft the Juſtice A 
fal of the Vagrant Money, Sr. but in 
Kh ftrong ger Li reg anc xs Not poly 
834 Watts 7 tho“ during the Time of this ; 
e in Chaji J he had, before ſeveral credi- 
dier e Wörns, denied that he ever ſwore that 
the fall Robe did ſpeak the Words which were 
deliyer'd : as {worn'by him the ſaid Clark. Theſe 
nees;'on behalf of the aid Mr. Robe, are 
| y Atfidavits, and fil'd*m'Chancery, '* 
The faid'RebPs late Misfortune” of bang or- 
ed into the Cuſtody of the Strjeant at Arms, 
and in Particular of his bein lately prohibited 
tom acting ahy longer, as 4 . has given 
Him no mall Concern: finice in e latter My can- 
continue to thew He ume Fidelity to the 
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Attendance, :. _. n 
As the Power er given to "the King's Clerk 
the Market, Lords of Liberties, 9 in 


their reſpective Juriſdictions, empo wel to ſee 


Juſtice done, are, by the different 2 of thi 
ſeveral Statutes in Forte having been enacted N 


given, not eaſily difcover'd, it Fete to be FO | 


that the more urgent Affairs of 
would: allo the 1 


oo 1 to dreck th 
tion of their Office, that it 
for them to err in their D 

Limits of their Power, if not willy. 7 
The preſent at Clerk of the Market has a Sket 
by him containing e aterial 
the ſeveral cee : to this Office, 1 
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think a. to hot 1! their Comma! 
to that Peng 2a 7 wh be 5 FOE TO Fob 
It muſt not go webe chat unfair N 
thods have been taken td render this O 
odious 3 even Things directly falſe in Fact have 
been told and bie to the Common People, 

5 or 
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appear in no other Ligh 
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iu their reſpective Liberties of examinmg into 


the Legality of Weights and Meaſures, ſhould 
ſet Fines on 3 and levy them for their 
own Ile, and not certify thoſe particular Sums 


of Money ſo levied, to the Court of Excheguer, 


which *tis apprehended has been too commonly 
8 gd? Tho? it is not queſtion'd, that they 
Right to impoſe Fines, as Occaſion may 

uire; but whether they ought not to be con- 
tou d, and be oblig d © eftreat ;ſuch . Finks as 


are by them im poſed, is E! Matter wort 77 of 


Enquiry, 7, ſince. the Profits from, thence: arifing be-/ 


come. their Property; otherwiſe tis a ſtrong In- 


ducement to levy, great Sums of Money under 4 
Pretence of a Fü Good, Which in reality can 
ght than a publick Griev. 


1 ee ee 
ntereſt? 


From hence. the Oppoſition, the Clerk of the” 
Market of the s Houſhold has met with 


King's 
cannot be -wonder'd, at; as well from the better 


Sort of People, as thoſe of inferior Rank LS hang | 
by his diligent and ftri& Inquiſition, many | 
ſand bad Weights, have been by him detected, 


og the Ware puniſhed according to ers 
rts, 
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== r Truſt, and 
collect great Sums of Money, IP fear, 1 

having too ſtrict an Eye to common Ju ſtice ; and 
from this Practice of theirs the Peo *. have. ir 
quently taken them to be the 5 . 
Market's Agents; 8 and this, being artfully x 
and infinüated to them, has ſo N d on 
their Minds, that the Office has een fd judg d both | 
uſeleſs and oppreſſive, which for ſuch a Serigs 
of Ages has been held to be ſo beneficial, and 


ſo neceffary, and which, in the 1 of Moe | 
cara, does ill continue o. t 
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Might: 1 de patdon'd for giving ber 
le Office upon a Reſignation of he] Patent tees 
t into Conuniticn.” as in the Manner of 
hy of hand! and Peatars, and the \dyantages 
thereof revolvd to the Crown, no Emulation 
from covetous and litigior Ferſbns could then 
have that troubleſome Effect, as litely } las been, 
and for this Reaſon the People, "Knowing. that 
'tis not any one's particular Property, would, 
without the leaſt Coneern,  chearfully pay the 
little legal Demand made upon them, which, 
muſt, notwithſtanding, be very confi derable in 
the whole, as it would amount to many thouſand 
Pounds yearly ; ' beſides, it would anfwer conſi- n 
| — to e oy; Cuſtoms will Exciſe, 1. in 
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every os 1 their just Due b I 
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Mor ahh to * e, 11 rcening oe 
"pra rtionable Part of the F Exciſe due. thereon; 
and this may be Twi fat on the Deficiency 
of. Weights, which are me molt notonous, 


among the ang Peophe, . who 
make it their frequent Practice to ſell by them 


ly in the publick , Streets, and in the 

Fate of Ja es France. anders, and in 
Holland, particular Care is taken to prevent ſuch. 
Frauds, and no doubt, but in manx other 
| Countries; nay, they are even ſo careful as to 
oblige the, Vintners, who ſell their Wine in Glaſs 
| Bott! es, to have them ſeaPd round the Neck 
with Pewter, or for 2g Metal, diſtin- 
ere Penalties 
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Gallon (a Matter nevitadly create a 5 
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the Clerk of the Nlarket, they cauſe 
before him: d/ angry, And ſank! good and lawful 
Cauſe ſhould require, 
46 well üb 2s:\ without; by whom 
the Truth of the Premiſes might be the better 

: _— and inquir d into, and to do all other 
- whack. by mne Office ought 
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